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; In First Statement' of its Kind, He 
Asserts None Exist but They - v 
Could Be- Made Quickly;^? 


SwclaltoThaNowYorkTim** . ' r ^ 
, s JERUSALEM,. June 24 — Moshe 
Dayan, the former Defense Minister and 
Foreign Minister, said today that Israel 
had developed the capacity to produce 
nuclearweapons, and could manufacture 
bombs "in a short time” should the Arabs 
do so. , Y'*, '.:■■■•■ ’ ■ • 

l " We don’t have any atomic bomb, 
now," Mr. Dayan said. “But we have the 
. capacity, we can do that in a short time. 
We are not going to be the first ones to in- 
troduce nuclear weapons into the Middle 
East, but we do haye the capacity to 
produce nuclear weapons,- and if. the 
Arabs are willing to introduce nuclear 
weapons into the Middle East, then Israel 
should not be too late in having nuclear 
weapons too.” ' v; . • . , 

Mr. Dayan did not explain what he/ 
meant by Israel’s not taking steps to “in- 
troduce the weapon,” but it appeared 
that this referred to the actual assem- 
bling and manufacturing of bombs. 

It was believed to be the first time that 
any Israeli holding or having held a posi- 
tion of authority had confirmed what has 
long been widely assumed about Israel’s 
nuclear capacity. . 

Mr. Dayan,' who was Defense Minister 
- - from 1967 jo 1974 aod Foreign Minister 
Yrom 1977 to 1979, made the disclosure In 
telephone interviews.. /’ ■ ' -i ;• 

...... Sharp Criticism Is Expected 7 ' 

He said he did not think Israel should 
exploit its capacity to produce nuclear - 
weapons unless its enemies did so, but he 
also warned against any delay. “We 
should not be the first ones,” he declared, 
“but we shouldn’t be too late.” He de- 
clined to say how long it would take to 
manufacture bopibs.^y . ... Y.;A; J 


■“ Mr. Dayan is heading his own small 
party in the June 30 parliamentary elec- 
tions, and his frank discussion of a sub- 
ject that i3 normally taboo here is ex- 
pected to create a stir of criticism that he 
has used the issue for political purposes-. 

. Furthermore, it may add weight to the. 
Arabs’ arguments, in the wake of Israel’s 
June 7 air strike against an Iraqi nuclear 
reactor, that the Arab world requires nu- 
clear weapons to -■ balance Israel’s 
strength. Israel has been widely con- 
! demned for its attack, which destroyed a 
' reactor nearing completion outside Bagh- 
dad. The plant was being built with the 
help of France and Italy.- : 

. it was from France in the early 1960’s 
that Israel obtained a reactor that is in 
operation near the Negev Desert town of 
Dimona. A smaller, experimental reac- 
: tor was bought from the United States. 

Military censorship has screened most, 
'details of the program from the Israeli 
public, resulting in little debate over the 
wisdom of developing a nuclear ability. It 
was not clear how Mr. Dayan’s remarks 
managed to pass the censorship. 

, Last year the censor banned the publi- 
cation of a book by two Israelis on the 
subject. And authorities rescinded the 
press accreditation of a part-time re- 
porter for CBS Radio, Dan Raviv, for 
evading censorship by flying to Rome to 
file a report alleging that Israel and 
South Africa detonated a nuclear weapon 
in a test in the south Atlantic in Septem- 
ber 1979. The report was never corrobo- 
rated.. 

Fragments of information about Is- 
rael’s capacity have appeared over the 
years in the American and European 
press. In 1977 The New York Times pub- 
lished a report that a ship of West Ger- 
man registry carrying 2C0 tons of- ura- 
nium ore disappeared from the high seas 
in 1968, then reappeared several weeks 
later under a different flag, with a differ- 

! ent name and. a different crew and 

■without the uranium, which American in- 
| vestigators believed had been diverted to 
Israel. 

S In 1978 the Central Intelligence Agency 
issued a live-page memorandum UatetT 
"September 4, 1974. asserting that “we beF 
lieve that Israel already has produced nu- 
i clear weapons.” it said this conclusion . 


was “based on Israeli acq uisition of large t 
quantified of urniiiurn, partly by I 



United Sta tes Government documents 
made public in Novem SirTT rnih'nw'^r 
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. Lhattneinteliigence agencies susoected 
that Israel hadTObcaihed" lip to pounds 


o t enriched uranium mat, wa s qedjaFSfi 
missing j^^^Yrrom a Pennsy lvania iac- 
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Equipment Corporation. 

Severafyears agoT^Tartm van Creveld ‘ , 
a senior lecturer in history at HebrewH 
University, argued for silence on the mi- 
clear subject out of concern that Arab 
countries might, in response in Israel 
press the Soviet Union for nuclear tech- 
nology. t;:'. 

. in the English-language Jenil 

’ s ? lem Host, Mr. Creveld called the state 
of uncertainty the most advantageous for 
Israel. An A-bomb that is, or is believed 
to be, only • a screwdriver awav * is 
. nearly as effective a deterrent as one that 
J is openly brandished,” he said. 

I The Israeli attack on the Iraqi reactor, 
which Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
said was based on a conviction that Bagh- 
dad would be able to produce nuclear 
weapons, has strained relations with the 
United States, which suspended the deliv- 
ery of four F-16 jet fighters to Israel and 
voted for a Security Council resolution 
last week condemning the raid, 
i, Mr. Bg gmwagig^rtgdio . 

have told a parliamen tary committee of I 
an Amencan inte iligence r eport that had" 
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expre&sedconcem over Iraq’s nuclear 
“Tr. Begin replied sharply 


.today after a State Department spokes- 
>man had criticized the disclosure. In a 
prepared statement he said that the infor- 
mation had come not from his office, but 
from a committee member “who is inter- 
ested in causing friction.” • 
i - ‘.‘A 1111 we are discussing leaks,” the 
[Prime Minister’s statement added, 

■ Washington’s experience is no less rich ' 
than that of Jerusalem.” . ■ 
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